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To whom, then, will you compare God? What image will you
compare him to? As for an idol, a craftsman casts it, and a
goldsmith overlays it with gold and fashions silver chains for it.
A man too poor to present such an offering selects wood that
will not rot. He looks for a skilled craftsman to set up an idol
that will not topple. Do you not know? Have you not heard?
Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not
understood since the earth was founded? He sits enthroned
above the circle of the earth, and its people are like
grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and
spreads them out like a tent to live in. He brings princes to
naught and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing. No
sooner are they planted, no sooner are they sown, no sooner do
they take root in the ground, than he blows on them and they
wither, and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff.

II. False security

I. False Start

Mt 26.31,33-35: Then Jesus told them, “This very night you
will all fall away on account of me…Peter replied, “Even if all
fall away on account of you, I never will.”
“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered,
“this very night, before the rooster crows,
you will disown me three times.” But Peter
declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I
will never disown you.” And all the other
disciples said the same.

Mt 16.21-22: From that time on Jesus began to explain to his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things
at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law,
and that he must be killed and
on the third day be raised to life.
Peter took him aside and began
to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!”
he said. “This shall never
happen to you!” …….
v23: Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!
You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the
things of God, but the things of men.”
App 1:

Matt 16.24-25: Then Jesus
said to his disciples, “If anyone
would come after me, he must
deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me. For
whoever wants to save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.
Ps 91.1: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will
rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
App 2:

III. False Self

Jonah 2.8-9: “Those who cling to
worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs. But I, with
a song of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed
I will make good. Salvation comes from the LORD.”

